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Introduction* 
For some time, our group has been studying patterns of conflict in 
western European countries over the last few centuries. In very general 
terms, we have been trying to learn how large-scale changes such as in- 
dustrialization and statemaking affect the capacity and propensity for 
collective action of different segments of the populations affected by 
those changes. In our view, conflict is simply one aspect of collective 
action: to varying degrees, the pursuit of common goals of one group ham- 
pers the pursuit of common goals by other groups. We have been concen- 
trating our attention on relatively visible forms of conflict in hopes of 
keeping the research manageable, yet of shedding light on the alteration . 
.of a wide range of collective action in the course of large-scale social 
change. 
Up to the present, our most substantial analyses have dealt with strikes 
and with collective violence in Italy, Germany and, especially, France for 
.varying intervals between 1830 and 1968. In those cases, we have general- 
l y  attempted' a uniform, comprehensive enumeration and description of events 
meeting our criteria in the entire country over some substantial block of 
time. That included, for example, an analysis of the roughly 36,000 in- 
dividual strikes reported in the French Statistique des ~rGves from 1890 
through 1935. In those countries, we have also undertaken detailed studies 
of some particular events, period, places and/or populations -- for in- 
* We are grateful to Sam Cohn, Carol Conell, Chris Lord, Mike Polen and 
Emilie Schmeidler for advice. The National Science Foundation is support- 
ing the research described here. 
stance, a close look at the Parisian insurrection of June, 1848. In some 
of those cases we have examined forms of collective action other than strikes 
and violent encounters; that includes such efforts as an attempt to trace 
the emergence of the demonstration as a form of action. Finally, some mem- 
bers of the group have studied similar phenomena in North America, Scandi- 
navia and Great Britain. 
Our newest large effort is a study of c.onflicts in Great Britain from 
1828 through 1833. We have several different incentives for undertaking 
the new analysis. First, our analyses of violent events in Italy, German 
and France appeared to confirm our supposition that the violence was on 
the whole the by-product of the intervention of further interested parties 
in actions which were not intrinsically violent and which occurred frequent- 
ly wlthout significant violence. In particular, we were interested in the 
frequency with which the violence began with the intervention of troops, 
police and other specialized repressive forces. Since the only nonviolent 
-evenrs of which we had made large, systematic enumerations for some of the 
same periods and places were strikes, however, we did not have the evidence 
to look closely at that relationship between nonviolent and violent collec- 
tive actions. 
Second, it seemed worth making a sustained comparison between patterns 
of conflict in nineteenth-century Britain and those we had found on the 
Continent. Students of modern Europe often think of nineteenth-century 
~ritain's experience as a kind of success story -- at least in "avoiding" 
the revolutions which occurred in France, Germany, Italy and elsewhere. 
A close study of conflicts in Britain should give us the means to rethink 
that question. More important, it should provide firmer ground for choosing 
among obvious alternative explanations of the differences between Britain 
and the continent: that Britain had fewer of the kinds of people who made 
3 .  
\ 
nine teenth-century  r e v o l u t i o n s  and r e b e l l i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e  most l i k e l y  r e b e l s  
had fewer g r i evances ,  t h a t  r e p r e s s i o n  was more e f f e c t i v e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  and 
SO on. 
Our o r i g i n a l  hope was t o  examine t h e ' c h a n g i n g  p a t t e r n s  of c o n f l i c t  
i n  B r i t a i n  throughout  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  With a  wide range  of non- 
v i o l e n t  even t s  t o  c o n s i d e r ,  however, t h a t  would have r e q u i r e d  a n  enormous 
e f f o r t  -- many t imes  t h e  a l r e a d y  formidable  e f f o r t  p e r  y e a r  i n  ou r  s t u d i e s  
of France and Germany. ~ f t e r  some p re l imina ry  enumerat ions i n  s c a t t e r e d  
y e a r s  from t h e  end of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  t o  t h e  end of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h ,  
we narrowed our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  1828-1833. That pe r iod  recommends i t s e l f  
f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons .  F i r s t ,  i t  was a  t i m e  of major movements, c o n f l i c t s  
and c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s :  C a t h o l i c  Emancipation, Reform a g i t a t i o n ,  indus-  
t r i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  a t t a c k  on s e l e c t  v e s t r i e s ,  and t h e  g r e a t  a g r a r i a n  r e -  
b e l l i o n s  of. 1830. Second,. t h e r e  e x i s t  e x c e l l e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  of some 
of t h e  p e r i o d ' s . c o n f l i c t s  -- f o r  example, Capta in  Swing, by E . J .  Hobsbawm 
zzd George ~ u d 6  -- w i t h  wh'ich we can compare ou r  own r e s u l t s .  Th i rd ,  we 
have some r eason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  pe r iod  a c t e d  a s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  p i v o t  
i n  something l i k e  t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n s  of 1848. d id  i n  France 
and Germany: marking, and perhaps producing ,  a s h i f t  from r e a c t i v e  t o  pro- 
a c t i v e ,  from "backward-looking" t o  "forward-looking" c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  on 
t h e  p a r t  of o rd ina ry  people.  
I n  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  w e  a r e  a t t empt ing  t o  enumerate ,  d e s c r i b e  and ana lyze  
a  l a r g e  s h a r e  of a l l  t h e  "content ious  ga the r ings"  which occurred  i n  England, 
Scot land  and Wales. Roughly speaking ,  a  c o n t e n t i o u s  g a t h e r i n g  i s  an  oc- 
c a s i o n  i n  which t e n  o r  more persons  o u t s i d e  t h e  government g a t h e r  i n  t h e  
same p l a c e  and make a  v i s i b l e  c l a im  which, i f  r e a l i z e d ,  would a f f e c t  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of  some s p e c i f i c  pe r son ( s )  o r  group(s )  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own number. 
I n  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  i n c l u d e  j u s t  about  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  covered 
in our earlier enumerations of strikes and collective violence. They also 
include a great many other events: demonstrations, petition meetings, 
delegations, group poaching, and plenty of others, Drawing the boundaries 
both generously and consistently is a delicate and laborious task. 
We are still adjusting the procedures for that task. After doing a 
trial enumeration and summary coding of some. events from 1830, we did a 
preliminary scanning of thirty randomly selected ten-day blocks from the 
entire six-year period, then proceeded to enumerate systematically from 
the beginning of 1828. We have completed the preliminary enumeration of 
1828. We find the events via a complete issue-by-issue reading of the 
Morning Chronicle, the Times, Gentlemen's Magazine, Hansard's Parliamentary 
Debates, Mirror - of Parliament and the Annual Register. Once the events 
are enumerated, we plan to look for more information about them in the 
papers of the Home Office (of which we have already built up substantial 
, 
selections via photocopy and microfilm), in other periodicals, and in se- 
condary historical works. We are still making plans for coding of the in- 
formation in machine-readable form. The file for the six-year period will 
probably describe on the order of 25,000 events. 
We are also slowly making plans for the collection of data on the pop- 
ulations and areas "at risk" to contentious gatherings. The units of ob- 
servation will certainly include all counties of England, Scotland and Wales. 
They,will probably include complete sets of hundreds of parishes within 
selected counties. If possible, they will also include particular popula- 
tions of potential actors -- for example, the handloom weavers of Lancashire 
and the agricultural laborers of Leicestershire. Ultimately the choice 
of units and of kinds of data concerning those units will result from a 
compromise between the arguments we are seeking to test and the costs of 
getting the relevant evidence. 
Figure 1 provides a simplified ske.tch of this study's theoretical 
agenda. It states the'problem-as the short-run explanation of the extent . . 
of a single actor's collective action. Here are the definitions of the 
elements : 
interests: the shared advantages or disadvantages likely to accrue 
to the population in question as a consequence of various possible 
interactions with other populations. 
organization: the extent of common identity and unifying structure 
among the individuals in the population. 
mobilization: the extent of resources under the collective control 
of the actor. 
power: the extent to which the outcomes of the actor's interactions 
with other actors favor its interests over those of the others. 
repression: the costs of collective action to the actor resulting 
from interaction with other groups.. Facilitation consists. of other 
groups' provision of incentives to act. 
opportunity/threat: the extent to which other groups are either a) 
vulnerable to new claims which would, if successful, enhance the act- 
or's realization of its interests or b) threatening to make claims 
which would, if successful, reduce the actor's realization of its in- 
terests. 
collective action: the extent of a contender's joint action in pur- 
suit of common ends. 
Figure 1 states the broad argument that the actor's current level of col- 






lective action is mainly a function of its mobilization level, of the com- 
bination of opportunities and threats it faces, and of its power position. 
It states, among other things, that interest does not translate directly 
into collective action, but bperates thro,ugh its effect on group organi- 
zation, mobilization, and subjection to repression and facilitation, as 
well as being filtered through the current configuration of opportunity 
and threat. All this may be obvious. But it breaks kith a large part of 
the social science literature on "collective behavior", "protest" and 
"disorder". A major task in our study of Great Britain is to specify, re- 
fine and model these relationships. 
Figure 2 presents a simple hypothesis concerning the usual distribu- 
tion of governmental repression, facilitation and toleration (toleration 
=-the absence of either repression or facilitation) as a function of the 
scale of collective action and the power of the group involved. It says 
that very weak groups have a range of smaller-scale actions open to them, 
will find themselves repressed if they exceed a certain scale, and never 
receive governmental facilitation for their collective action. Somewhat 
more powerful groups, according to this hypothesis, will be repressed for 
almost any collective action beyond a very small scale, but will still re- 
ceive no facilitation. Beyond some critical point in group power, the ex- 
tent of facilitation for smaller-scale actions increased as the extent of 
repression for large-scale actions declines. At the extreme, the group is 
the government or controls the government; there, all its collective actions 
are facilitated and none repressed. Two tasks of the study of Great Britain 
are to determine whether something like this general set of relationships 
does obtain, and to state how it varies with the current organization or 
political position of the government. 
We are particularly interested in exploring a series of related prob- 
lems which a r e  hidden i n  Figure 2: 
1. What determines t h e  ex ten t  t o  which governments r e p r e s s  o r  f a c i l i -  
t a t e  a  g iven category of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s ?  Even i f  t h e  diagram is 
c o r r e c t  i n  suggest ing t h a t  t h e  s c a l e  of t h e  a c t i o n  i s  inverse ly  re- 
l a t e d  t o  i t s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y ,  o t h e r  f  a c t o r s  c l e a r l y  mat ter  . We witness  
t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s t r i k e  dur ing  t h e  n ine teen th  century i n m o s t  
western c o u n t r i e s ,  but g e n e r a l l y  much l a t e r  than t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  of 
e l e c t o r a l  ga the r ings  of s i m i l a r  o r  l a r g e r  s i z e .  
2. To what e x t e n t ,  and under what cond i t ions ,  does t h e ' t o l e r a t i o n  o r  
f a c i l i t a t i o n  of a  given type  of a c t i o n  by a- p a r t i c u l a r  group diminish 
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  o the r  groups w i l l  be  punished f o r  t h a t  same type 
of a c t i o n ?  It appears,  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  government's 
t o l e r a t i o n  of t h e  Cathol ic  Associa t ion  dur ing t h e  1820s made it  e a s i e r  
f o r  o t h e r  non-Catholic groups t o  form a s s o c i a t i o n s  and use  them 
p o l i t i c a l l y  . 
3 .  Is i t  t r u e ,  a s  i t  seems t o  be ,  t h a t  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  period and 
s e t  of i n t e r a c t i n g  popula t ions ,  t h e  forms of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  tend 
t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  few r e l a t i v e l y  well-defined r o u t i n e s  -- what we might 
c a l l  a  r e p e r t o i r e  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ?  The r e p e r t o i r e  of Europen 
workers i n  t h e  n ineteenth  century ,  f o r  example, commonly included t h e  
b l a c k l i s t ,  t h e  turnout  of a  s i n g l e  shop, t h e  p e t i t i o n i n g  of a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
t h e  t h r e a t  t o  des t roy equipment and a  few o the r  forms of a c t i o n ,  but  
not  t h e  sit-down s t r i k e ,  t h e  demonstrat ion,  and so  on. I f  so,  why? 
I f  so ,  how and why does t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  change? 
4 .  Is i t  not  t r u e  t h a t  governmental r e p r e s s i o n  and f a c i l i t a t i o n  p lay  
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t o i r e ?  European n ine teenth-century  governments appear  t o  have had 
some shor t - run  s u c c e s s  i n  channel ing  working-class  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
away from a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  p roduc t ion  d e c i s i o n s  and toward a t -  
temps t o  c o n t r o l  consumption -- f o r  example, by t o l e r a t i n g  F r i end ly  
S o c i e t i e s  and r e p r e s s i n g  t r a d e  unions .  How s t r o n g  i s  t h a t  channel ing 
e f f e c t ?  
F igure  3 i s  somewhat more complex t h a n  t h e  p rev ious  two. It sums up 
my th inking  about  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which a  run-of-the-mill  contender  f o r  
power i s  l i k e l y  t o  c a r r y  on c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  The diagram a s  a  whole 
r e l a t e s  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  goods produced a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  con tende r ' s  ac- 
t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  expended i n  t h e  a c t i o n .  A run-of-the-mill  contender  
I - -  
&la3 two bands of i n t e r e s t :  a )  i n  n o t  f a l l i n g  below t h e  0 l i n e  -- i n  no t  
r ece iv ing  c o l l e c t i v e  bads;  b)  i n  a narrowly-defined s e t  of c o l l e c t i v e  goods: 
r ecogn i t i on  of a  un ion ,  l e t  u s  say ,  o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of s l a v e r y .  A s  a  
consequence of t h e  con tende r ' s  c u r r e n t  power p o s i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a schedule 
:of probable  r e t u r n s  from d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  That 
schedule t a k e s  a n  S-shape on t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  smal l  amounts of a c t i o n  
b r i n g  punishment, t h e  r a t e  of r e t u r n  i n c r e a s e s  beyond some c r u c i a l  minimum 
as o t h e r  groups y i e l d  t o  p re s su re ,  b u t  beyond some f u r t h e r  p o i n t  t h e  g roup ' s  
a c q u i s i t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  goods beg ins  t o  t h r e a t e n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f . o t h e r  
groups s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  them t o  organize '  a concer ted  r e s i s t a n c e .  
The c u r r e n t  s t a t e  of oppor tun i ty  and t h r e a t  l i m i t s  which p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  curve of p robab le  r e t u r n  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  The con tende r ' s  cur- 
r e n t  l e v e l  of m o b i l i z a t i o n  l i m i t s  t h e  amount of r e s o u r c e s  t h e  contender  can 
a c t u a l l y  expend. I n  t h i s  h y p o t h e t i c a l  c a s e  t h e  curve  of probable  r e t u r n s  
c r o s s e s  t h e  two bands of t h e  contender  's  de f ined  i n t e r e s t .  Furthermore, 
t h e  c u r r e n t  of oppor tun i ty ,  t h r e a t  and m o b i l i z a t i o n  make those  
i n t e r e s t  a r e a s  a v a i l a b l e .  Therefore two ranges  of a c t i o n  a r e  l i k e l y :  a  
lower-level  a c t i o n  t o  f o r e s t a l l  c o l l e c t i v e  bads,  a  h igher- level  a c t i o n  
t o  acqu i re  c o l l e c t i v e  goods. By lowering t h e  oppor tuni ty  l i n e ,  r a i s i n g  
t h e  t h r e a t  l i n e ,  reducing t h e  mobi l i za t ion  l e v e l ,  o r  depress ing t h e  
curve  of probable r e tu rns , :  we can d e f i n e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which we would 
expect only de fens ive  a c t i o n ,  o r  no a c t i o n  a t  a l l .  
It is  a  long way from these  simple, a b s t r a c t  models t o  t h e  complex, 
concre te  con ten t ious  ga ther ings  of B r i t a i n  i n  1830. The arguments and 
quer i e s  w e  have l a i d  out  here  mainly concern a  s i n g l e  a c t o r ;  t h e  events  
w e  observe, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  o f t e n  complex i n t e r a c t i o n s  among sev- 
.era1 groups.. The arguments tend t o  assume t h a t  w e  can observe t h e  f u l l  
range of a  given a c t o r ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n ,  and observe i t  continuously. 
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  b e s t  our study of B r i t a i n  can do i s  t o  p o r t r a y  t h e  a c t o r ' s  
appearances i n  a  s e r i e s  of content ious  g a t h e r i n g s .  The arguments cen te r  
on groups, bu t  t h e  observat ions  d e a l  wi th  even t s  -- and only some of t h e  
r e l evan t  events .  
W e  have two ways t o  br idge  t h e  gap. One i s  t o  s h i f t  t h e  observat ions  
toward groups. The o t h e r  i s  t o  s h i f t  t h e  models toward events .  It should 
be p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  o r  t o  develop models which d e a l  with t h e  e f f e c t s  
of mobi l i za t ion ,  r ep ress ion  and group o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  y e t  apply t o  conten- . 
t i o u s  ga the r ings .  It should be p o s s i b l e  t o  g i v e  s t r a t e g i c  interaction a  
l a r g e r  and more e x p l i c i t  place than i t  occupies  i n  simple arguments 
It should be p o s s i b l e  t o  dea l  more e f f e c t i v e l y  with changes i n  t h e  forms 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a s  f u n c t i o n s  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  
u rban iza t ion ,  s tatemaking and the  expansion of cap i t a l i sm.  
The four  remaining sec t ions  of t h i s  r e p o r t  a r e  1 )  a summary of r u l e  
and procedures f o r  iden t i fy ing  re levan t  even t s ,  and assembling d o s s i e r s  
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concerning them f o r  coding; 2) a  g e n e r a l  agenda f o r  coding;  3)  i l l u s t r a t i v e  
m a t e r i a l  from t h e  enumeration of e v e n t s  i n  February 1828, 4) a  s e l e c t e d  
l is t  of papers  from t h e  r e sea rch  group a s  a  whole. 
EVENTS TO BE ENUMERATED 
The even t s  a r e  "content ious  g a t h e r i n g s W ( c ~ s ) ,  occas ions  i n  which t e n  o r  more 
persons  o u t s i d e  t h e  government g a t h e r  i n  t h e  same p l a c e  and make a  v i s i b l e  
c la im which, i f  r e a l i z e d ,  would a f f e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of some s p e c i f i c  pe r son ( s )  
o r  group(s )  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own number. Most C G s  i n  our  pe r iod  f a l l  i n t o  one 
o r  more of t h e  fo l lowing  c a t e g o r i e s :  1 )  c o l l e c t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  2) meetings, 
3 )  demonst ra t ions ,  4) parades ,  5 )  assembl ies ,  6) r a l l i e s ,  7)  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  
8) d e l e g a t i o n s ,  9 )  s t r i k e s ,  10)  union  a c t i v i t i e s .  More p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  even t s  
inc luded  a r e  a l l  occas ions :  
1. repor t ed  i n  t h e  London -9 Times 'Morning Chronic le ,  Hansard 's  P a r l i a -  
mentary Debates ,  Annual R e g i s t e r ,  Gentlemen's Magazine and/or  The Mirror  
of Par l iament .  - 
2. occu r r ing  i n  England, Scot land  o r  Wales, 
3 .  beginning  on any d a t e  from 1 January 1828 through 31  December 1833, 
4 .  i n  which t e n  o r  more pe r sons  o u t s i d e  t h e  government: 
a .  g a t h e r  i n  t h e  same p l a c e ,  
b .  make a  v i s i b l e  claim which, i f  r e a l i z e d ,  would a f f e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  
of some s p e c i f i c  pe r son ( s )  o r  group(s )  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own number. 
which t h e r e f  o r e  r e q u i r e  working d e f i n i t i o n s  
r epo r t ed  
occu r r ing  
i n  England, Scot land ,  Wales 
beginning 
persons 
o u t s i d e  t h e  government 
ga the r  
same p l a c e  
v i s i b l e  c la im a f f e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  
s p e c i f i c  person(s)  o r  group ( s )  
DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF THUMB 
repor ted .  Any mention i n  any context .  I f ,  f o r  example, an M.P. l a y s  on 
t h e  tab>e a p e t i t i o n  "from a numerous meeting i n  Oldham" which conforms 
t o  a l l  our o t h e r  c r i t e r i a ,  t h a t  meeting e n t e r s  t h e  sample. I n  parliamen- 
t a r y  debates ,  mentions of meetings do n o t  need numerical information t o  be 
included. For example, i f  --- Mirror of Parl iament r e p o r t s  a meeting of parish-  
ione r s  a t  P res ton  t o  p e t i t i o n  Parl iament,  bu t  makes no mention of how many 
people a t tended t h e  meeting, we w i l l  assume p r o v i s i o n a l l y  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  
1 C  people took p a r t .  
o c c u r i n g - i n  England, Soctland o r  Wales Ten o r  more people must have 
gathered w i t h i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  boundaries ( inc luding t e r r i t o r i a l  waters)  
of England, Scotland o r  Wales. I f  any p a r t  of t h e  a c t i o n  occurs  wi th in  
t h o s e  boundaries,  t h e  e n t i r e  event f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  sample. 
Sometimes i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine how many people a r e  involved 
i n  an event  o r  a c t i o n .  I n  vague cases  t a k e  t h e  fol lowing terms t o  mean 
a t  l e a s t  t e n  people: 
AFFRAY DEMONSTRATION MOB RIOTOUS ASSEMBLAGE 
ASSEMBLY DISTURBANCE THRONG 
BRAWL GANG NUMEROUS TUMULTOUS ASSEMBLY 
CONCOURSE GATHERING RALLY 
CROWD GENERAL BODY/BODY RIOT 
beginning  on any d a t e  from 1 . J a n u a r y  1828 through 3 1  December 1833 
The even t  beg ins  a t  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  a t  which a t  1 e a s t . t e n  of t h e  people who 
e v e n t u a l l y  make t h e  v i s i b l e  c la im a r e  ga the red  wi thou t  f u r t h e r  d i s p e r s a l  
b e f o r e  t hey  make t h e  c la im.  The day b e g i n s  a t  midnight .  
1 )  u se -  e x a c t  d a t e  when given.  
2) u s e  ca l enda r  t o  a s s i g n  d a t e  i f  day of the' .week i s  given.  Example, 
I I ~ u e s d a y "  ..or "Tuesday -last1!; ;when. there : ' : i s  n o t  - reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  d a t e  could  b e  o f f  by a week o r  more. 
3 )  i f  i t  is unc lea r  t h a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  g i v i n g  you an  exac t  d a t e ,  ( f o r  
example, t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  from ano the r  newspaper) t hen  a s s i g n  t h e  d a t e  
u s i n g  t h e  ca l enda r  and u s e  on t h e  approximate d a t i n g  t a g s ,  WITHIN: 
1 week, 2 weeks, 1 month, 2 months, 3 months. F i l l  out  a d a t e  c o k e n t  
c a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  your r ea sons  f o r  t h a t  cho ice .  
4) i n  par l iamentarb,  Debates ,  when no c l e a r  d a t e  i s  given, a s s i g n  a month, 
t h e  same a s  t h e  newspaper r e p o r t  t h e  a r t i c l e  is  i n ,  except  i f  i t  i s  
, 
t h e  f i r s t  "day of t h a t  month, t hen  u s e  t h e  l a s t  month. Then d a t e  t h e  
day 00- and f i r 1  i n  t h e  year  and' sequence number and add, approximately 
w i t h i n  3 months. So a mention of a meet ing i n  a n  A p r i l  1 6 t h  London 
Times would r ead  as fo l lows:  
828-04-00-01 app. w/ in  3 months. 
I 
Also  number t h e  l o g  page i n  t h e  same manner. The 00 page should come 
a t  t h e  end of each month. 
You can  g a t h e r  t h a t  i f  t h e  event  is  r e p o r t e d  i n  a London paper and t akes  
p l a c e  i n  o r  nea r  London, t h a t  y e s t e r d a y  o r  a day g iven  i s  c l o s e  enough t o  
be  t h e  ca l enda r  d a t e  ass igned .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  no comment card  need be f i l l e d  
o u t ,  and no approximate d a t e  need be  a s s igned .  
persons  Any human be ing  who can  reasonably  b e  presumed t o  have in t en -  
t i o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  making of t h e  c la im 
o u t s i d e t h e  goverfment When o f f i c e r s  a r e  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  g iven  them 
by t h e i r  o f f i c e s  and no group.of  t e n  o r  more non-o f f i ce r s  i s  a c t i n g  wi th  
them, we exc lude  t h e  a c t i o n .  I f  t e n  o r  more o f f i c e r s  a c t  t o g e t h e r  b u t  
. . .  . . .  
on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  we ' i r ic ldde t h e i r  a c t i o n .  A.mong t h e  s e t s  of 
people  commonly named i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  of Eng l i sh  governments i n  t h e  nine-  
t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  we a r e  a c t u a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  ( a )  o f f i -  
c 'ers,  (b) p u b l i c  committees,  and ( c )  c i t i z e n r y . .  A s  ' o f f i c e r s ,  - we a r e  
cons ide r ing  : 
Aldermen Judges P o l i c e  Cons tab les  
B a i l i f f s  J u s t i c e s  P r ivy  Counc i l e r s  
Beadles J u s t i c e s  of t h e  Peace Schoolboards 
Boroughr eeves Lord L i e u t e n a n t s  S h e r i f f s  
Burgesses 
Churchwardens 
M a g i s t r a t e s  
Mayors 
Scotch Guards 
Spec ia l  Cons tab les  
Common Counc i l e r s  Members of Par l iament  Surveyors 
Cons t a b l e s  M i l i t a r y  ( s e e  below*) Town Counc i l e r s  
Coroners M i l i t i a  Yeomanry 
D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  Poor M i n i s t e r s  and o t h e r s  of 
Grand J u r i e s  Overseers  of t h e  Poor e s s e n t i a l l y  
Guardians of t h e  Poor Paymasters - s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n .  
Horse Guards P o l i c e  
* ( ~ i l i t a r y ) :  Cavalry,  I n f a n t r y ,  Dragoons, Hussars ,  Marines,  Blues,  Greys. 
A s  p u b l i c  committees w e  a r e  cons ide r ing  Town Meetings, Vestries, S e l e c t  
. - 
V e s t r i e s ,  L i v e r i e s ,  Improvement Cormnissions, P o l i c e  Commissions, and es- 
s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  organiza t ions .  
A s  segments of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  we are '  cons ider ing  Freeholders ,  Householders, 
I n h a b i t a n t s ,  Landowners, Leypayers, Occupiers,  Pa r i sh ioners ,  Ratepayers, 
Tithepayers and e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  c o l l e c t i o n s  of people.  One day we may 
we l l  want t o  analyze  t h e  a c t i o n s  of pub l i c  committees, of segments of t h e  
c i t i z e n r y ,  and of o t h e r  groups (such a s  members of p a r t i c u l a r  c r a f t s ,  assoc- 
i a t i o n s ,  age-sex groups or  f ami l i e s )  s e p a r a t e l y .  For t h e  p resen t ,  t h e  
c r u c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  s e p a r a t e s  o f f i c e r s  from a l l  t h e  rest. O f f i c e r s  o f t e n  
appear a s  p a r t i e s  i n  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n s  involving:.  pub l i c  committees; seg- 
ments of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  and/or o the r  groups. But t h e  only  circumstances under 
which t h e i r  concerted a c t i o n  q u a l i f i e s  by i t s e l f  i s  when they t a k e  p a r t  i n  
a  group of t e n  o r  more persons who on t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b l i t y  assemble t o  
make a p u b l i c l y  v i s i b l e  claim, demand o r  complaint .  
A s  c i t i z e n s  w e  a r e  cons ider ing  everyone else. 
g a t h e r  same p lace  Ten o r  more persons,  meeting, assembling o r  any of 
t h e  key words used i n  Page 14 t o  d e f i n e  a ge t - together .  P lace  i s  
def ined as: 
a )  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n ,  church, inn ,  f i e l d ,  
b) secondary l o c a t i o n ,  town, p a r i s h ,  c i t y ,  
c )  a r e a  l o c a t i o n ,  county, hundred, e t c .  
o r  any combination of these .  
v i s i b l e  c la ims a f f e c t i n g  i n t e r s t s  of some s p e c i f i c  persons or  groups 
We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  prepare  a comprehensive l i s t  of occasions where people 
o u t s i d e  t h e  government assemble t o  make a p u b l i c l y  v i s i b l e  claim, demand, 
o r  complaint.  A t  one time o r  another ,  w e  u s e  a l l  t h e  fol lowing words t o  
d e s c r i b e  what we're a f t e r :  c la ims ,  demands ,~compla in t s ,  g r i evances ,  a s p i r -  . 
a t i o n s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s .  .Some.of t h e s e  words, such a s  "demands", 
c l e a r l y  have a n  o b j e c t  o u t s i d e  the ' g roup .  O the r s ,  l i k e  "d i s sa t i s f ac t ions" ,  
i 
do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have o u t s i d e  o b j e c t s ;  one can  e a s i l y  b e  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  o n e s e l f .  We want t o  concen t r a t e  on a c t i o n s  which do have a  t a r g e t  -
o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t i n g  group. L e t ' s  t a l k  about  c l a ims  and o b j e c t s  - of c la ims .  
W e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  a  sample of s t h e r i n g s  i n  which -- o r  by which -- 
people  a r t i c u l a t e  c l a ims  on a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  own group. 
What s o r t s  of c l a ims?  B a s i c a l l y ,  any e x p e c t a t i o n  which would, i f  
r e a l i z e d ,  r e q u i r e  t h e  o t h e r  a c t o r  t o  expend va lued  r e sources :  money, labor-  
\ 
power, i n fo rma t ion ,  and so  on. What s o r t s  of a c t o r s ?  B a s i c a l l y ,  any 
o t h e r  s e t  of r e a l  peop le .  That exc ludes  a  g roup ' s  c l a ims  on i t s e l f .  It 
exc ludes  a g r o u p ' s  c l a ims  on s u p e r n a t u r a l  o r  imaginary be ings .  It does no t  
however, exc lude  c l a ims  on an imaginary "power s t r u c t u r e " ,  i f  t h e  group 
i d e n t i f i e s  some real people w i th  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e .  Nor does  i t  exclude 
c la ims  on r e a l  peop le  i n  t h e i r  c a p a c i t i e s  a s  se l f -dec lared . .agents  of super- 
n a t u r a l  be ings  o r  imaginary groups: p r i e s t s ,  s o o t h s a y e r s ,  c h a r l a t a n s ,  mem- 
b e r s  of i nven ted  c o n s p i r a c t e s .  It dqes no t  exc lude  c la ims  on r e a l  people 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  same g a t h e r i n g ,  j u s t  s o  long a s  t h e r e  i s  a  we/they separa-  
t i o n  between a c t o r s  and o b j e c t s  which is  n o t  s imply an  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n  
of t h e  a c t i n g  group and which i s  more d u r a b l e  t han  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  i t s e l f .  
I n  f a c t ,  "any o t h e r  s e t  of r e a l  people" does n o t  exc lude  any i n d i v i d u a l  
anywhere, j u s t  s o  long  a s  t h e r e  is a  g a t h e r i n g  i n  which enough people a r t i c -  
u l a t e  c la ims  on t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l .  
When d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  con ten t  of such c l a ims ,  we enumerate: 
a )  p e i t i o n i n g  o r  add res s ing  o r  memorial iz ing l o c e l  o r  n a t i o n a l  government, 
e i t h e r  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  government; 
b) opposition to goyexnment policy, form of government or.particular 
agents of it; 
c) support for government; 
d) support for an enemy of government; 
e) control of local government or institution; 
f) other grievances and dissatisfactions, including religious, social 
or economic Pssues, discussion of complaints about wages, hours 
or conditions of work; 
Here are some rules of thumb for the identification of qualifying 
2nd non-qualifying claims: 
1. In the absence of c~ntradictory information, collective violence 
constitutes prima facie evidence of a claim. If ten or more persons 
act together to attack, damage or forciblyseize a person or object, 
that is provisional eviaence of a claim. 
2. ' Even if the ultimate aim of the activity is the making of some 
sort of claim, purely organizational efforts do not qualify in 
themselves. For example, the creation of a +local Reform Association 
does not in itself constitute a claim. If, on the other hand, ten. 
or more persons who are organizing an association state a qualifying 
claim as they do so, that claim counts. 
3. Benefit suppers, balls, expositions and the like do not qualify 
in themselves, regardless of the cause for which they are conducted. 
If, however, we acquire further evidence of the making of a claim 
(e.g. a claim-making proclamation by the organizers of the benefit, 
or a widely-cheered claim-making speech in the course of the event), 
a benefit qualifies in the same way any other gathering qualifies. 
4 .  A speech by a single person which states a claim, articulates a 
grievance or makes a demand constitutes evidence of a collective 
claim under any of these conditions: a) the group formally adopts the 
speaker's views by petition, resolution-or memorial; b) the reporter 
explicitly imputes approval of the claim to the participants in the 
gathering; c) the group mainifestly voices an opinion by cheering, 
. . 
jeering.or other vocal display. 
5 .  If a gathering includes two or more factions, at least one of 
which has ten or more participants, claims made by one of the factions 
on another if the issues and divisions in question extend beyond the 
particular gathering and the particular set of participants. For 
example, when Henry Hunt and his supporters show up at a parish vestry 
meeting and challenge the powers of the local elite to control the 
election of new vestrv officers, the division extends beyond that 
meeting and the claim qualifies. 
6. Explicit support for government, or denial of support to government, 
qualifies. It can take the form of support for institutions (Parlia- 
ment, the present government, the constitution) or of support fir specific .' 
officers of government: t h e  alaermen, bailiffs, beadles, boroughreeves, 
and so on, listed earlier. It can take the form of deliberate denial 
of support for these institutions or officers. The institutions and 
officers must be currently in office; for example, a celebrating ban- 
quet for a member-elect of Parliament daes not in itself qualify. 
Evidence of such support or denial includes a) participation in events, 
i n c l u d i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and f e s t i v i t i e s ,  whose commonly-understood 
purpose i s  t h e  d i s p l a y  of s u p p o r t ,  e .g .  Lord Mayor 's  Day pa rade ;  
b)  t h e  r e p o r t e r ' s  impu ta t ion  of  s u p p o r t  o r  r e j e c t i o n ;  c )  a r t i c u l a t i o n  
of a s e n t i m e n t  through c h e e r i n g ,  j e e r i n g ,  and s o  on,  however, a s imp le  
t o a s t  (e.g.  "To t h e  King") does  n o t  q u a l i f y  i n  i t s e l f ,  even i f  par -  
t i c i p a n t s  chee r .  
7 .  Ga the r ings  e x p l i c i t l y  conducted t o  suppor t  o r  condemn an  a c t i o n  
of government s t a t e  q u a l i f y i n g  c l a i m s  i f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  themselves  
a r t i c u l a t e  s e n t i m e n t s  by p a s s i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  c h e e r i n g  speeches ,  and 
SO on. 
8. Simple e x p r e s s i o n s  of s u p p o r t  o r  r e j e c t i o n  do n o t  q u a l i f y  i f  t h e  -
o b j e c t s  a r e  a )  non-governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  B r i t a i n  
o r  e l sewhere ,  b) governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  o f f i c e r s  o u t s i d e  of 
B r i t a i n .  I f  a g a t h e r i n g  makes f u r t h e r  c l a ims  on e i t h e r  of t h e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  of o b j e c t s ,  however, t h e  c l a i m s  q u a l i f y .  For example, a  
banquet i n  honor of t h e  deposed k i n g  of Spain  would n o t  q u a l i f v  u n l e s s  
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d i r e c t l y  s t a t e d  t h e  demand t h a t  he b e  r e i n s t a t e d .  
BOUNDARIES OF CONTENTIOUS GATHERINGS 
Most C G s  w i l l  occur  on one day a t  one l o c a t i o n ;  however, many w i l l  
l a s t  l onge r  and /o r  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  s e v e r a l  s i t e s ,  s o  we must d e l i n e a t e  
boundar ies  i n  t ime and space.  A c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b e  cons ide red  t o  be  p a r t  
of t h e  same CG i f :  
1. they occur  on t n e  same day,  o r  on c o n s e c u t i v e  days  and -
2 .  t h e r e  i s  s t r o n g  ev idence  of o v e r l a p p i n g  pe r sonne l  w i t h i n  t h e  
c i t i z e n  f o r m a t i o n ( s ) ,  such a s  con t inuous  i n t e r a c t i o n  between 
two o r  more of t h e  fo rma t ions  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  a c t i v i t y '  
and -
3 .  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  invo lve  t h e  same i s s u e ,  o r  some d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  
i s s u e  (e .  g. t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of demands). 
A c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  meet t h e  above c r i t e r i a  w i l l  be  de f ined  a s  one CG even 
through they occur i n  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  (e.g.  d i f f e r e n t  towns). 
I f  an event  q u a l i f i e s  on t h e  grounds of t h e  kind of a c t i o n  and kind 
of group involved,  b u t  we l a c k  s u f f i c i e n t  in fo rmat ion  t o  a s s i g n  i t  a  t ime 
and-p lace  i n  B r i t a i n  from 1828.through-..1833, w e  exclude t h e  event  pending 
f u r t h e r  informat ion .  I f  only one of t h e s e  -elements -- t ime o r  p l a c e  -- i s '  
. . . . .  
u n c e r t a i n ,  w e ' i n c l u d e  t h e  event  pending f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion .  
GENERAL A G E D A  FOR CODINS 
This  is a  p r o v i s i o n a l  set of p l a n s  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a  machine- 
r eadab le  d e s c r i p t i o n  of each CG. The record  f o r  a  s i n g l e  event  w i l l  con- 
t a i n  t h e  fo l lowing  s e c t i o n s :  
1. EVENT a s  a  whole, i n c l u d i n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and summary d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of a l l  major f e a t u r e s .  
2. PLACE: one u n i t  pe r  p l a c e  i n  which t h e  w e n t  occurred .  
3 .  FORMATION: one u n i t  p e r  formation p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  even t .  
4.  ACTION-PHASE: one u n i t  pe r  a c t i o n  by anv format ion .  
5. SOURCE: one u n i t  per  source  from which informat ion  concerning t h i s  
event  was drawn. 
6 .  COMMENTS: one u n i t  per  comment. A l l  keyed L O  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  
i n  s e c t i o n s  1-5. 
1. Event Sect ion  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number: s t a r t i n g  d a t e  p l u s  sequence number on t h a t  d a t e  
accuracy of s t a r t i n g  d a t e  
day of week on which event  began 
d a t e  on which event  ended 
accuracy of ending date 
duration: days 
duration: hours 
low estimate of total participants 
high estimate of total participants 
best estimate of total participants 
best estimate of person-days + margin of error 
best estimate of person-hours + margin of error 
best estimate of arrests during even + margin of error 
best estimate of arrests after event + margin of error 
best estimate of wounded during event + margin of error 
best estimate of killed during event + margin of error 
number of formations 
summary of formation type(s) 
summary of participation by authorities 
surnlarv of repression exercised during event 
summarv of repression exercised after .event 
summary of major target(s) of action 
broad event type 
summary of background 
summary of outcome 
2. Place Sectioc 
one unit per place in whicn the action-occurred. A "place" is any named 
location, plus any unnamed location in which we have strong reason to be- 
lieve that some portion of the action occurred. We produce a unit for 
11 someplace" in two circumstances: 1) we cannot locate the action in at 
l e a s t  one s p e c i f i c  p a r i s h ;  2) we have s t r o n g  reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  some 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  a c t i o n  occurred o u t s i d e  t h e  p l a c e s  f o r  which t h e  account 
c o n t a i n s  s p e c i f i c  names. A "name" can be very  genera l :  by t h e  r i v e r ,  on 
t h e  road,  a t  t h e  market ,  and s o  on. 
a )  f o r  i n i t i a l  coding 
p r i n c i p a l  name of p l a c e ,  a lphabe t i c .  P a r i s h  t a k e s  p r i o r i t y .  I f  it' i s  i m -  
p o s s i b l e ,  name county;  i f  county i s  imposs ib le ,  country .  P l a c e  i n f e r r e d  
l o c a t i o n s  i n  p a r e n t h e s i s .  Thus OXFORD means t h e  account  s p e c i f i c a l l y  men- 
t i o n s  Oxford, (OXFORD) t h a t  we have i n f e r r e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  from t h e  account 
. o r  i t s  context .  
d e t a i l e d  name of p l a c e ,  a lphabe t i c .  Blank i f  w e  have a  p a r i s h  name and 
no o t h e r  p lace  in fo rmat ion .  SOMEPLACE i f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p l a c e  i s  a  county 
o r  a  country (England, Scot land,  Wales) and w e  have no f u r t h e r  infDrmation 
on l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  county o r  country ;  a more s p e c i f i c  d e s i g n a t i o n  such 
a s l ' n e a r  Norwich" ( i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  i f  i n f e r r e d )  t a k e s  precedence over SOME- 
PLACE. SOMEPLACE ELSE f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p l a c e s  n o t . s p e c i f i c a l l y  named. 
b )  f o r  coding a f t e r  a l p h a b e t i c  s o r t  of p l a c e  s e c t i o n s  
sequence number f o r  g r i d  s q u a r e  l o c a t i o n :  0 i f  some p o r t i o n  d e f i n i t e l y  
took p lace  i n  t h i s  g r i d  square  l o c a t i o n ,  1 t o  9 i f  one of a  c l u s t e r . o f  1 
t o  9 p o s s i b l e  cont inuous  g r i d  square l o c a t i o n s ,  used t o  d e s c r i b e  i r r e g u l a r  
shapes ,  e .g.  a  s t r e e t ,  town, r iverbank,  road.  Iiote: t h i s  means t h a t  a 
s i n g l e  p iace  record may c o n t a i n  1 t o  9 subrecords  f o r  g r i d  square  l o c a t i o n .  
g r i d  square l o c a t i o n  pe r  Gazet teer :  two l e t t e r s  p lus  f i v e  d i g i t s  
v e r t i c a l  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  g r i d  square:  0 i f  no t  known, 1 t o  9 i f  known 
h o r i z o n t a l  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  g r i d  square:  0 i f  n o t  known, 1 t o  9 i f  known 
margin of e r r o r  f o r  g r i d  square  l o c a t i o n  
2 5 .  
location in British census of 1831: nine digits 
NOTE on the Place Section. This is not the only information on places 
that we will eventually have available for analysis. We plan to construct 
a separate Place File including at least all parishes in which events oc- 
curred and all counties, whether or not events occurred in them. The add- 
ition of further places, if any, will depend on cost, convenience and ana- 
lytic urgency. The likely items, of information in such a file are: 
name of the administrative unit (parish, etc.) 
proper name of the place 
position within administrative hierarchy: parish, hundred, county, etc. 
grid square location per Gazetteer 
location in 1831 census 
population in 1831 
other characteristics of that place: presence or absence of market, 
- extent of manufacturing, etc. 
characteristics of specific location within that place: inn, church, 
public square, shop, -etc. 
enumeration of all events occurring in that place 
3.   or mat ion Section 
One unit per formation known to be present. Every participant must be as- 
signed to at least one formation. So must every action: if we know some 
action occurred, but can't assign it to a specific formation, we create a 
formation named SOMEONE. There may be more than one SOMEONE. In that 
case, we name them SOPEONE 1, SOMEONE 2, .... 
. A formation is a set of people who act together and/or interact with anot- 
her formation in the course of the event. The first formation named must 
have 1Df members. W e  d iv ide  the  remainder i n t o  a s  few formations a s  poss ib le :  
genera l ly  one formation f o r  each s e t  of people who a c t  d i s t ingu i shab ly  i n  t h e  
course  of t h e  event .  
formation numbers: two d i g i t s  
over lap  wi th  o t h e r  formations: l ist  of o t h e r  format ion ' s  numbers 
r e l a t i o n  of t h i s  formation t o  event: p a r t i c p a n t ,  s p e c t a t o r ,  e t c .  
name(s) of formation:  a lphabe t i c ,  inc lud ing  SOMEONE ( i n  pa ren thes i s  i f  
t h e  name i s  i n f e r r e d  r a t h e r  than g iven exp l i c i t ly ) .  
s o c i a l  composition of formation: a l p h a b e t i c ,  inc lud ing  DK (don ' t  know) 
o t h e r  words d e s c r i b i n g  formation: a l p h a b e t i c ,  inc lud ing  NONE [ i n  parenthes is  
i f  i n f e r r e d  from account, e.g. (LED BY TAILOR)]. 
-.. 
p lace  of o r i g i n  o r  normal residence:  a l p h a b e t i c ,  inc luding DK 
words used t o  d e s c r i b e  magnitude of formation:  a l p h a b e t i c ,  inc luding NONE 
[ i n  p a r e n t h e s i s  i f  i n f e r r e d  from account ,  e.g. (GROUP FILLED SQUARE)] 
number of p a r t i c i p a n t s :  low es t ima te  (50+ = a t  l e a s t  50, 101+ = more than 
iG0, e t c . )  
number of p a r i t i p c a n t s  : high es t ima te  
number of p a r t i c i p a n t s  : b e s t  e s t ima te  
source of b e s t  e s t ima te :  code (when t h e  a v a i l a b l e  accounts  con ta in  more 
than one es t ima te ,  w r i t e  COMMENT) 
number of- person-days: b e s t  e s t ima te  (00 = unknown, 01 = p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
l a s t e d  l e s s  than  one day) 
number of person hours:  b e s t  es t imate .  00 = unknown, 0,l = l e s s  than 1 hour. 
Person-days and person-hours a r e  a d d i t i v e .  For example, 025, 075 means 
25 person-days + 75 person-hours, a  reasonable  e s t ima te  f o r  a  formation 
of 25 people i n  continuous a c t i o n  f o r  1 day p l u s  t h r e e  more hours. 01, 
75 means 0  person-days + 75 person-hours. Note a l t e r n a t i v e  es t ima tes  
a s  COMMENTS. 
s o u r c e  of b e s t  e s t i m a t e :  code 
b e s t  e s t i m a t e  of number a r r e s t e d .  Note a l t e r n a t i v e  e s t i m a t e s  a s  COMMENTS. 
s o u r c e  of b e s t  e s t i m a t e :  code 
b e s t - e s t i m a t e  of number wounded. Note a l t e r n a t i v e  e s t i m a t e s  a s  COMMENTS. 
s o u r c e  of b e s t  e s t i m a t e :  code 
b e s t  e s t i m a t e  of number k i l l e d .  Note a l t e r n a t i v e  e s t i m a t e s  a s  COMMENTS. 
s o u r c e  of b e s t  e s t i m a t e :  code 
NOTE: b e s t  e s t i m a t e s  of person-days, person-hours ,  arrests, wounded, k i l l -  
ed ,  must each  sum t o  t o t a l s  g i v e n  i n  EVENT SECTION 
4. Action-Phase S e c t i o n  
An e v e n t  b e g i n s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  a t  which a t  l e a s t  t e n  of t h e  peop le  who 
e v e n t u a l l y  make a c l a i m  which would q u a l i f y  t h e  e v e n t  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  ou r  
sample a r e  ga the red  w i t h o u t  d i s p e r s i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  make t h e  c la im.  The 
even t  ends  when t h e  las t  s e t  of peop le  which h a s  made such  a  c l a im  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of t h e  even t  d i s p e r s e s .  I f  new c l a i m s  by 1 W  peop le  which would 
independen t ly  q u a l i f y  t h e  event  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  a r i s e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  
e v e n t ,  t hev  keep t h e  event  go ing .  
A new ac t ion -phase  beg in  when any fo rma t ion  b e g i n s  a new a c t i o n .  A t  l e a s t  
one phase  must d e s c r i b e  a c t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  e v e n t s  b e g i n s ;  when p o s s i b l e ,  
t h e r e  shou ld  b e  one such  u n i t  f o r  each  f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  beginning  
of t h e  e v e n t .  A t  l e a s t  one phase  must d e s c r i b e  a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  even t  
ends;  when p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e  should  be  one  such  u n i t  form each  format ion  
which s u r v i v e d  t o  t h e  end of t h e  even t .  
I f  more than  one format inn  changes a c t i o n  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  we make a  
phase  u n i t  f o r  each  fo rma t ion  and a s s i g n  each  u n i t  t h e  same time. 
The minimum r e c o r d  c o n t a i n s  a t  l e a s t  one  phase  each :  1) b e f o r e  t h e  even t  
begins; 2) at the beginning of the event; 3) in the course of the event; 
4) at the end of the event ;. 5) after the. event. 
Every formation named must appear in at least one action-phase. 
Sequence number: first new phase at this time. Two d2gits; 00 = sometime 
Order number for multiple phases which start simultaneously: one digit 
date; year, month, day 
clock time: 2400 = midnight; 0000 = unknown 
relation to event: 1 = before event begins; 2 = action initiating event; 
3 = in course of event; 4 = action ending event; 5 = after event ends 
formation number: 00 = someone (if used, we must enumerate a SOMEONE forma- 
tion; 99 = all formations 
action: alphabetic, including DK (definitely permits phrases such as 
ATTEMPT TO . . . .; in parenthesis if our summary or inference, without 
parenthesis if direct transcription of words in account) 
object of action: alphabetic, including DK, NONE, FORMATION 23, etc. 
immediate consequences for object: alphabetic, including DK, NONE (conse- 
quences occurring during same action-phase only; use after-event phases for 
later consequences). 
5. Source Section 
One unit per source. In principle, there should be one source unit per 
cover sheet and one cover sheet per source unit. 
name of source: alphabetic. 'Standard abbreviations for major sources ' 
location within source:'information will vary with type of source. For 
newspapers, for example, location will typically be date, page, location 
on page 
further identifying information: includes NONE. May cite headline, indicate 
location in footnote, and so on. 
comments on source: alphabetic. Includes NONE. 'May mention quality, con- 
tradiction of other sources, use made in coding. 
6. Comment Section 
One unit per comment. May be keyed to any location within EVENT, PLACE, . .. 
FORMATION, ACTION-PHASE, OR SOURCE sections. In some cases, the codebook 
will require the coder who uses a certain code to make a COMMENT. 
locatTon in record: numerical code 
comment: alphabetic 
CONTENTIOUS GATHERINGS ENUMEPATED IN 
FEBRUARY 1828' 
. . - . . . .  .. .... .. . . . . . . . 
'Type of .CG. 'Place ' Date - 'Issue 
meeting Weymouth 02-02 parliamentary election 
meeting London 02-02 protection of victualler trade 
meeting Poultry 02-04 test corporation acts 
meeting Edinburgh 02&34 petition king about political favors 
gathering Liverpool 02-05 election to parliament 
gathering Durham 02-05 local election 
gathering Dover 02-06 election to parliament 
violence London 02-06 crowd attacks informer 
peredz Welymou t h 02-07 election 
meeting Shef f ield 02-07 vestry, church rates 
violence Newbury 02-07 crowd attacks informer 
demonstration Weymouth 02-09 election 











Weymouth 02-11 elect ion 
London 02-13 threatens informer 
Durham 02-13 country elections 
London 02-15 licensed vs. non-licensed sellers 
Atherstone 02-16 poaching affray 
Leicester 02-18 coin laws 
Weymou th 02-18 election victory celebration 
Mary-la-bonne 02-20 parish rates 
Scarborough 02-28 smuggling affray 
Shef field February test and corporation acts 
approximately 
Type of CG Place Date Issue 
meeting Islington February approximately test and corporation acts 
meeting London February approximately test and corporation acts 
I 
meeting Honiton February approximately test and corporation acts 
meeting Dorchester February approximately test and corporation acts 
meeting , Manebester February approximately stamp duties 
. 
Today's date 6 - 2 9  - 1976 
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY SAMPLE' RECORDING SHEET 3-76 
( ) Hansard ( 1 HOP t#ck$'ii r er 
(fl LONDON TIMES Page 1 column 2- ( )Lord ( )Guest 
.-/$-/82 r day /M (  aton on ( )Levis ( ) MORNING CHRONIFLE date 2 Bottom ( )~urke ( )~unkle 
7 First ~ine:--A---A- Ve/d/ NUOW?OCJJ rnpe7/nlG . - .  ( )Burns ( )Driver - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY AS APPLY(see memo # 6) 
(1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
property damage ( ) , seizure of property, spaces .or persons ( ) , 
personal injury ( ) , threat of any of the above ( ). 
MEETINGS (4 
( ) Election 
( ) Vestry 
( ) Livery 
( ) Dinner .- .-.. - . - - .. . - . - 
( ) Political clublparty ' 
( ) with petition, address, etc. 
( ) opposition to government 
( ) support for government 
( ) support for enemy of government 
( ) control of local government/institution 
(dother grievances and dissatis factions 
(dopposition to other peoples -or groups 
( ) objectives unclear 
( ) notices, requests (for past or future, meetings) 
( ) other(1ist) 
(3-8) GATHERINGS 
demonstrations ( ), parade( ),- assemblies, crowds, mobs ( ), gatherings ( 1, 
rallies ( ), special cele6rations (. ) , 
other ( ) 
(9) DELEGATIONS, DEPUTATIONS ( ) 
. . , .  
(10) LABOR ACTIVITIES ( ) 
strike, turnout ( 1, lockout ( ), combination or union mention ( ), 
threats to stop work ( ), work stoppages : ), return to work ( ), 
deputationB of workers (. ) . . 
(11) LEGAL ACTIONS ( ) 
arrests ( 3 ,  eftaminations ( ), pretrial info. ( ), trialslcourt procedings ( ) 
sentences, executions-, etc. ( ). Be sure to check the appropiate areas above that 
pertain.to the action that brought about the arrest or trial. 
EXTRA EXTRA 
swearing in of special constables ( ), I arson or suspected arson ( ) ,  
machine breaking, destruction of looms or threshers, etc. ( ). 
Objective of action / A T & / P ~ ( Q  / f J  ,( 43 SeP. -'- - - - -
. drc7i+1(eRs Participants 
Number R ~ O &  em@ 
Date uration(if known) 
Yesterday, last week, a few days ago 1 day or less, a few days, more 
~ocation L0~1061~ 74veRH 9 dddC/cd * 
~~ecific'place, inn, field, etc. village or townlcity parish 
/n / o o k e ~  
county 
COMMENTS ON BACK? (d 4-76 ( 6 )  Bobbi 
A. /nc eua7 

~oday's date 7 - 9 - 1976 
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY SAMPLE RECORDING SHEET 3-76 
. ( ) Hansard ( 1 HOP 
/ / . \$%&%:zer ( ) LONDON TIMES Page column TOP ( )Guest 
(Middle, (  m at on ( )Lewis  MORNING CHRONIPE date d-18- I f 2 8  day Bottom ( ) ~urke ( )Dunkle 
( )Burns ( j~river 
,in.:- - - - 4T-  -4 - - - /uE W J S  - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY S APPLY(see memo 6) 
(1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
property damage ( 1, seizure of property, spaces,or persons ( ), 
personal injury ( ) ,  threat of anyof the above ( ) .  
MEETINGS .(4 
( ) ~lection ( ) support for enemy of government 
( ) vestry ( ) control of local government/institution 
( ) Livery (4 other grievances and dissatisfactions 
( ) Dinner (4 -opposition to other peoples or -groups 
( ) Political clublparty -( ) objectives unclear 
( ) with petition, address, etc. (9 notices, requests ( f o r m r  future meetings) 
( ) opposition to government ( ) other(1ist) 
( ) support for. government . . . 
(3-8) GATHERINGS 
demonstrations ( ), parade ( ) , assemblies, crowds, mobs ( ), gatherings ( ) , 
rallies ( ), special celehrations (. ) , 
other ( ) 
(9) DELEGATIONS, DEPUTATIONS ( ) 
.. I . 
(10) LABOR ACTIVITIES ( ) 
strike, turnout ( 1, lockout ( ), combination or union mention ( ), 
threats to stop work ( ), work stoppages : ), return to work ( ), 
deputations of workers (- ). 
(11) LEGAL ACTIONS ( ) 
.: . arrests ( I ) ,  e*aminations ( ), pretrial info. ( ), trials/court procedings ( ) 
sentences, executionsi etc. ( ). Be sure to check the appropiate areas above that 
pertain to the action that brought about the arrest or trial. 
EXTRA . EXTRA 
swearing in of special constables ( ) ,  arson or suspected arson ( ), 
machine breaking, destruction of looms or threshers, etc. ( ). 
Objective of action ~ & ~ / A I S T  / i / o d - L f ~ e ~ ~ d  s ~ ( / ~ R s  
Participants LL ( ~ U S C ~ )  U I ~ ~ O A L ~ ~ R ;  - 
- . - 
Number &OM e~00-s Leaders C6?4-~. QLEADP~) 
Date a-/cs /828 Duration (if known) 
Yesterday, last week, a few days ago 1 day or less, a few days, more 
~ocation L.L)dLI" ,T+uCW ,.. L&~&CJ , 
~~ecific.~lace, inn, field, etc. vfllage or town/city parish 
county 
COMMENTS ON BACK? ( ) 4-76 (6) Bobbi 

- - - 
Today's date 7 - 3 - 1976 
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY SAMPLE RECORDING SHEET 3-76 
( ) Hansard ( HOP 
3 2 
chweitzer t 2zinde1 
( ) LONDON TIMES Page column ( )Lord ( )Guest 
date 03- / / - /628  day f l  
@ (  aton on ( )Lewis  MORNING CHRONICLE Bottom ( )Burke ( )Dunkle 
u e y r n o o t X  ( )Burns ( )Driver First Line:- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY AS APPLY(see memo # 6) 
. (1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
property damage ( ), seizure of property, spaces.or persons ( ), 
personal injury ( ), threat of any of the above ( ). 
(2) MEETINGS ( ) 
( ) Election ( ) support for enemy of government 
( ) Vestry ( ) control of local government/institution 
( ) Livery - ( )- other grievances -and- dissatis factions 
( ) Dinner ( ) opposition- to oflier- peoples or groups 
( ) Political clublparty ( ) objectives unclear 
( ) with petition, address, etc. ( ) notices, requests (for past or future meetings) 
( ) opposition to govenunent ( ) other(1ist) 
( ) support for-government 
(3-8) GATHERINGS 
demonstrations (4 parade (. ) , assemblies, crowds, mobs (4, . gatherings ( 1, 
rallies ( ), special celehrations (. ), 
other ( ) 
(9) DELEGATIONS, DEPUTATIONS (: ) 
(10) LABOR ACTIVITIES ( ) 
strike, turnout ( '  1, lockout ( ), compination or union mentfon '( ), 
threats to stop work ( ) , work stoppages- : 1, return to work ( ) , 
deputations .of workers (1 ). 
(11) LEG& ACTIONS i ) 
arrests ( 2 ,  e*aminations ( ) , pretrial info. ( ), trials/court procedings ( ) , 
sentences, executions-, etc. ( ). Be sure to check the appropiate areas above that 
pertain to the action that brought about the' arrest or trial. 
EXTRA EXTRA 
swearing in of special constables ( ) , arson 'or suspected arson ( ) , 
machine breaking, destruction of looms or threshers, etc. ( ). 
Objective of action ~ L e ~ 7 / ~ ~  
-- 
Participants f A / e d ~  & mR . So GOPA - .  
Number LA&6r€ CodcodRse Leaders . S O ~ D P A  
Date 7, / I t s  a4m Duration (if known) 
Yesterday, lastJweek, a few days ago 1 day or less, a few days, more 
~oeation A 7  &&Ye , ~ e ~ f l d ~ f k  , 
specific- place, inn, field, etc. ' vil.lige or town/city parish 
COMMJZNTS ON BACK? ( ) 4-76 (6) ~ ~ b b f  
county 

Today's date 6 - 23 - 1976 
GREAT BRITAIN STUDY SAMPLE RECORDING SHEET 3-76 
( ) Hansard ( HOP 
(4 LONDON TIMES Page 3 column 3 ( )Lord ( )Guest 
( ) MORNING CHRONICLE date d - / / *  / % Z 8  day M (  aton on ( )Levis Bottom ( )~urke ( )Dunkle 
Q P ~ / ) ~ ~ J Z ~  7%; /%b I? ( )Burns i j~river First Line: --------------------------_---_------------- 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: CHECK AS MANY AS APPLY(see memo # 6) 
(1) VIOLENCE ( ) 
property damage ( ) , seizure of property, spaces .or persons ( ) , 
personal injury ( ) , threat of any of' the above ( ). 
- - , . . 
(2) MEETINGS ( ) 
( ) Election ( ) support for enemy of government 
( ) Vestry ( ) control of local government/institution 
( ) Livery ( ) other grievances and dissatisfactions 
( ) Dinner ( ) opposition to other peoples or groups 
( ) Political clublparty ( ) objectives unclear 
( ) with petition, address, etc. ( ) notices, requests(for past or future meetings) 
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EXTRA MTRA 
swearing in of special constables ( I.,.. arson or suspected arson ( ), 
machine breaking, destruction. of looms'-or threshers, etc. ( ) . 
Objectiveofaction S ~ q d t 3 "  Podhc efirq 470 70dd 
Participants f & ~ d ~  &a ~ A t m ~ 7 5  
Number L ( ~ R o ~  CorJ c o d a 4  Leaders /vA 
Date Duration (if knovn) 
Yesterdav, last week, a few days ago 1 day or less, a few days, more 
/ 
~ocation Z%lompA~/cf &474 , wcymd~fk , 
.specific.place, inn, fieid, etc. ' village or townlcity parish 
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